                                        Bingham

Every  crime investigator knows the importance of speed and every prosecutor values probative exhibits.

When the  four men came to murder John Bingham, they drove a Renault car. The VRM of this vehicle was in possession of the police within minutes of the shooting. It is likely  that the name and address of the registered keeper was  known before 2am.

Usually , getaway cars are burned but this one was not. It would have provided a treasure trove of evidence, even if the four men had been forensically aware. If they originally planned to burn it, they might have been careless. Fibres, hair, a  half  palm print,  a foot print , a cigarette butt ; all would have been possible items for examination. In the car was found a stolen radio/receiver. It too could have yielded information.

The car belonged to Suspect Two , who lived in Ardoyne

Police did not search for the car for about three hours nor did they visit the registered keeper until after uniform, CID and Special Branch met at Tennent Street police station

Police went to the home of the registered keeper of the car hours later. He told them that the car had been stolen but he was unable to produce the keys.
He was arrested. It is clear that at this point police had a reasonable suspicion that he had freely given over the car to PIRA, complete with keys and that he was assisting offenders.

When the ATO and the police examined the car, at about 5.14 am, they found that the keys were in the ignition. This supports the suspicion of assistance given by Suspect Two .

Later, as is detailed below, the Renault was photographed by SOCO with no keys and with a damaged ignition block.

It is not known what evidence, if any was obtained from the car or the radio. All that is known is that nobody was ever prosecuted for the murder and that Suspect Two was not prosecuted.

Only two explanations are available for these actions. The police were incompetent on the night or that Suspect Two was an important State asset who had to be handled only with the agreement of the Branch and via a ‘performance’ which would protect his cover.

As for the radio, the axe, the mask and the bullets and casings, all these items  too have been  the stuff of many successful prosecutions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]But not in this case.
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